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Georgia Foster Care Dynamics
October 1999 through March 2017, by Quarter

Reentries After 12 Mos

Reentries w/in 12 Mos

Number of Children in Care

Chidlren Removed to Foster 
Care
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Georgia Removal Findings Dynamics, Statewide
Courtesy of Fostering Court Improvement, Jan 2000 to Dec 2016

Substantiated Unsubstantiated Family Support





§ 2000: Terrell Peterson, cover of 
Time Magazine

§ 2001:
§ Governor’s Task Force
§ CFSR Round 1
§ House of Prayer
§ $110 million annual increase

§ 2002: Kenny A Class Action Filed

§ 2004: DFCS Mandatory Reporter 
Investigation Policy Change

§ 2006:  Safe Reduction

§ 2008:  Initial Rollout of Centralized 
Intake + ”Diversion”

Terrell

House of 
Prayer



2011:  DFCS Leadership Change

2012:  DFCS Leadership Change

2013:  Imani Moss & Eric Forbes

2014:  

• DFCS Leadership Change

• Governor’s Child Welfare Reform 
Council

2015: 

• CFSR Round 3

• Laila Daniel

• $9 million to hire 128 CPS workers

• $5.8 million for foster parent 
recruitment and training

2016:

• $7.4 million to hire 175 additional CPS 
workers

2017:

• $40 million for workforce supports 
and additional positions

• $33.5 million to increase per diems 
for substitute caregivers

• DFCS Leadership Change







§ Reasons for Removal (Georgia)
§ Neglect:  45%
§ Caretaker drug/alcohol use:  39%
§ Physical abuse:  9%
§ Caretaker inability to cope:  12%
§ Inadequate housing:  21%
§ Parental incarceration:  11%
§ Child behavior:  10%
§ Abandonment:  10%
§ Sexual abuse:  2%

Source:  AFCARS, Georgia DFCS, FFY2016, provided by Fostering 
Court Improvement 

Image retrieved from GPB news







Calendar 
Year

DFCS 
Foster/A

dopt 
Homes

Non-
DFCS

Foster/A
dopt 

Homes

Total

2010 2328 1538 3866

2011 2579 1749 4328

2012 2544 1884 4428

2013 2439 2215 4654



DFCS makes every attempt to place children as close to their home community and school as 
possible. Region 3 is the 6th highest in the state with 35% of children placed outside of the 
region, and Region 5 is the 4th highest with 39%. This suggests that both regions are 
challenged in developing placement resources within their own region.   



§ Average Daily Children in Care:  
12,394 / Total Children Served:  
19.818

§ Placement Stability (i.e., 2 or fewer 
placement moves)
§ In care < 12 months:  81%
§ In care 12-24 months:  62%
§ In care > 24 months:  35%

§ Median Length of Stay in Foster Care:  
11.9 months
§ Median LOS, discharge to reunification 

or relative:  9 months
§ Median LOS, discharge to adoption:  30 

months

§ Permanency Outcomes (Discharges 
from Foster Care)
§ Reunification:  55%
§ Relative:  13%
§ Adoption:  16%
§ Guardianship:  6%
§ Transfer:  2%
§ Emancipation:  8%
§ Runaway/Death/Unknown:  1%

AFCARS, Georgia DFCS, FFY16, provided by FCI  







§ Currently, there are more than12,000 children in Georgia’s foster care 
system on any given day

§ Roughly 30% of them are placed with relatives

§ Georgia DFCS has set a goal of placing 50% of children in foster care in 
relative care by January 31, 2018

§ Legislative amendments:
§ HB 887 (Efstration)
§ HB 962 (Abrams)
§ SB 186 (Tippens)* 

§ Quality Caregiving Initiative (“Kin-1st”)

§ Family Dependency Treatment Courts



§CB21 is a strategic plan within 
the 2015-19 Child and Family 
Services Plan with the goal of 
ensuring emancipated youth 
have the same building blocks 
for success in family, work and 
life that are generally afforded to 
their peers in intact families. 

§The GOAL is to create a 
comprehensive, developmentally 
appropriate extended youth 
support system for emancipated 
youth up to age 21 years.



Key Components

§ Life Coaching
§ Education
§ Health
§ Employment
§ WTLP

§ Housing

§ Connections/Permanency

§ Financial Literacy/Saving

§ Material Resources 

Youth Responsibilities

§ In School
§ Working
§ Participating in an Employment 

Program
§ Incapable of work, school 

participation
§ Actively involved in the Key 

Components
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